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Trail Area Health & Environment Committee 
 

Summary  
 

Meeting: Thursday, November 26, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
Committee Members present:  
Lisa Pasin, Chair, City of Trail    Kyle Jorgenson, USW Local 480 Rep.  
Cyra Yunkws, Village of Warfield   Dan Bouillon, Teck Trail Operations 
Dr. Karin Goodison, Interior Health   Clare North, Teck Trail Operations   
Jane Power, Interior Health    Cassandra Caunce, BC Ministry of Environment  
Marylynn Rakuson, Community Member   Julia Stockhausen, Community Member 
    
             
Others present: 
Tara Bullanoff, Interior Health    Andrea McCormick, SNC Lavalin 
Meghan Morris, Interior Health    Wendy Goodrich, SNC Lavalin 
Jayne Garry, Teck Trail Operations   Cindy Hall, SNC Lavalin 
Dave Bell, Teck Trail Operations    Christina Yamada, Interior Health 
Thompson Hickey, Teck Trail Operations  Dr. Nelson Ames, MHO, retired 
Steve Hilts, Teck Resources Ltd.    John Aitken, Community Member   
Danielle Grbavac, BC Ministry of Environment  Michelle Laurie, THEC Facilitator  
Colleen Delaney, BC Ministry of Environment              
 
         
WELCOME and INTRODUCTIONS  

• Mayor Lisa Pasin, THEC Chair, welcomed all attendees and opened with a round of introductions 
by all participants.   

 
MEETING MINUTES  

• Minutes from the September 16, 2020 THEC meeting were approved.  
 
PRESENTATIONS & REPORTS 
 
Presentations 
 
Children’s Blood Lead Clinic Results 
Presenter: Dr. Karin Goodison (MHO), Interior Health 

▪ Presentation is attached. 

▪ Dr. Goodison presented the Blood Lead Levels in Trail for Fall 2020. The geometric mean for 
Trail and Rivervale is 2.3 micrograms per decilitre.  

 
THEC Annual News Release on Blood Lead Clinic Results 
Presenter: Lisa Pasin, City of Trail  

• The draft press release was approved with no further comments. It was distributed by the City of 
Trail on November 27, 2020. See attached.  

 
Program Reports & Updates  
 
Air Quality Report – Dan Bouillon, Teck Trail Operations 

• Report attached. 
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Air Quality Working Group Update – Lisa Pasin, City of Trail 

• A draft SO2 communications plan was approved by the THEC (see attached).  

• When future materials are drafted for public communications, community members’ input on plain 

language would be helpful. Members were asked to contact Michelle (THEC Facilitator) to 

volunteer their expertise if interested.  

• A panel presentation on SO2 in Trail was proposed for the next THEC meeting.  

Family Health Report – Meghan Morris, Interior Health  

• Report attached. 

• 49 Healthy Family visits had taken place as of November 26th (an increase from the 47 noted in 

the report). 

Home & Garden Report – Andrea McCormick, SNC Lavalin  

• Report attached. 

Soil Management Plan Report - Clare North, Teck Trail Operations  

• A progress summary of the 2020 annual Soil Management Plan to ENV was provided: 

o 75 yard remediations were planned and 68 achieved. Several declined due to COVID 

and one family moved.  

o 300 soil assessments were planned. Half the goal was achieved despite advertising and 

dropping letters to several neighbourhoods. Advertising will continue for 2021.  

o Teck is currently working on 2020 reporting and planning for 2021 with the annual Soil 

Management Plan submission to ENV in March 2021.  

Community Check-In - All community members  

• No questions nor discussions were raised.   

Program Planning Update - Michelle Laurie, THEC Lead Facilitator 

• Michelle is currently focusing on monitoring and learning on the various programs (Residential 

Lead Inspection pilot, a homeowner survey for recipients of yard remediation and a Healthy 

Families Healthy Homes review) 

• She continues to provide communication and meeting support to the AQWG, THEP program 

team and THEC.  

Executive Report - Lisa Pasin, THEC Chair, Mayor, City of Trail  

• The group reviewed the blood lead clinic results presentation, the draft media release, and the 

AQWG draft communications plan. 

• Steve Hilts was suggested and approved as a community member of THEC. Steve retires from 

Teck Resources Ltd in December 2020 and is keen to continue volunteering with THEC.  

• A journalist from an online paper (National Observer) is writing an article on lead in Trail for 

December. The article will be shared with THEC members when published.  

2021 THEC MEETINGS  

• February 10 

• April 21 

• June 17 

• September 23 

• November 25 

*Calendar invitations will be sent to all THEC members.  
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Trail Area Health & Environment Committee 
 

AGENDA  
 

Meeting: Thursday, November 26, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
 
By Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89641410475?pwd=UVVHTlNaSk9xeWhETXpYczBQVn
Bjdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 896 4141 0475  Passcode: THEC 
 

 
Committee Members:  
Lisa Pasin, Chair, City of Trail    Linda Worley, RDKB Area B 
Sandy Santori, Alternate Chair, City of Trail  Cyra Yunkws, Village of Warfield 
Dr. Karin Goodison, Interior Health   Ali Grieve, RDKB Area A 
Jane Power, Interior Health    Cassandra Caunce, BC Ministry of Environment  
Kyle Jorgenson, USW Local 480 Rep.   Marylynn Rakuson, Community Member 
Dan Bouillon, Teck Trail Operations   Ron Joseph, Community Member 
Clare North, Teck Trail Operations     Julia Stockhausen, Community Member 
             
Invitees: 
Mike Walsh, Village of Montrose     
Rick Smith, Director, RDCK Area J   Thompson Hickey, Teck Trail Operations 
Kathy Moore, City of Rossland    Steve Hilts, Teck Resources Ltd. 
Stephen Morrissette, Village of Fruitvale   Christina Yamada, Interior Health 
Tara Bullanoff, Interior Health    Dr. Nelson Ames, MHO, Retired  
Danielle Grbavac, BC Ministry of Environment   
            
 
         
WELCOME and INTRODUCTIONS (5 min) 

• Opening remarks from Mayor Lisa Pasin, THEC Chair  
 
MEETING MINUTES  

• Approve minutes from THEC meeting, Sept 16, 2020 (as attached) 
 
PRESENTATIONS, REPORTS, DISCUSSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Presentations 
 
Children’s Blood Lead Clinic Results (25 mins) 
Presenter: Dr. Karin Goodison (MHO), Interior Health 

▪ Presentation 

▪ Q&A 

THEC Annual News Release on Blood Lead Clinic Results (10 mins) 
Presenter: Lisa Pasin (THEC Chair), City of Trail  

• Draft press release 

• Review and comments 
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Program Reports & Updates (45 mins) 
All reports are provided in the agenda package. Presenters will provide highlights with time for questions / 
comments.  
 
Air Quality  

• Air Quality Report – Dan Bouillon, Teck Trail Operations 

• Air Quality Working Group Update – Lisa Pasin, Chair 
 

Family Health Report – Meghan Morris, Interior Health  
 

Home & Garden Report – Andrea McCormick, SNC Lavalin  
 
Soil Management Plan Report - Clare North, Teck Trail Operations  
 
Community Check-In - All community members (15 mins) 

• Round table contributions & questions 
 
Program Planning Update - Michelle Laurie, THEC Lead Facilitator 
 
Executive Report - Lisa Pasin, THEC Chair, Mayor, City of Trail  
 
2021 THEC MEETINGS 

• Feb10   

• April 21  

• June 17  

• Sept 23  

• Nov 25  

THEC meetings are held from 7:00-8:30pm.  
 



Blood Lead Levels in Trail 

Fall 2020 

Population Health, 

November,  2020 



 

 Overview of blood lead levels tested in fall 2020 

 

 Comparison of mean blood lead levels in 2020 to 

previous years  

Objective 
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Target Group 
 

 Children aged 6-36 months, living in City of Trail or 

Rivervale (Area 2/3) 

 Children aged 6-36 months living in Warfield, Oasis, 

Casino and Waneta (Area 1) 

 

Who Was Tested in 2020? 
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These results do not contribute to the yearly analysis 
 

 Children new to the area, up to the age of 5 years old 

 Children with previous enhanced support follow up 

who are now over 36 months old 

 

 

 

 Additional Testing 
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 Children whose parents 

requested testing for their child 

from outside target area and 

age range 



“Areas” & Neighbourhoods 
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Participation By Target Areas  

                         6-36 Months 
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Children Participating in Blood Lead Level Testing By Areas 

  2020 2019 

Area Number of 

Children 

Contacted 

Percent of Children 

Participated* 

Percent of 

Children 

Participated 

Area 1 50 64% (32) N/A 

Area 2 72 74% (53) 74% (49) 

Area 3 64 63% (40) 75% (63) 

All Participating 

Areas 

186 67% (125) 75% (112) 

*Blood samples were not obtained from all children who participated 



Percent Participation by Area  
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 There is no safe blood lead level threshold  

 

 Blood lead levels of 1-2 μg/dL are associated with adverse 
health outcomes particularly in children 

 

 BLLs in children who live in lead contaminated environments 
is typically highest between ages  6 to 36 months 

 

 Canadian children 3-5 years old had geomean blood lead 
levels at 0.56 μg/dL in 2017 ** 
 

 **note that Trail children’s geomean reflects ages 6-36 months 

 

Blood Lead Level Threshold 
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Range of Blood Lead Levels 

                                for Areas 2&3 
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Blood Lead Ranges (µg/dL) 

Geometric Mean: 2.3 ug/dL 
Number tested = 90 
Range  ug/dL: 0.6 – 12.4 
>5 ug/dL :  11% 
>10 ug/dL: 1.1% 
>15 ug/dL : 0% 



Range of Blood Lead Levels 

                                for Areas 1 
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Blood Lead Ranges (µg/dL) 

Geometric Mean: 2.0 ug/dL 
Number tested = 31 
Range  ug/dL: 0.6 – 22.7 
>5 ug/dL :  16.1% 
>10 ug/dL: 3.2% 
>15 ug/dL : 3.2% 



Trend of Blood Lead Geomean by Area 

                                  Years 1991-2020 
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*Area 1   
2000 – Stopped testing 
2013 – Rejoined testing  with a recommendation to retest every 5 years. 
2020 – Rejoined testing with a recommendation to retest every year 
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Blood Lead Levels 

                             Trail, Canada & U.S. Data 
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1  Health Canada 

2 US Centre for Disease Control 
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 In 2020 the participation was 68% for Areas 2 & 3 and 64% 
for Area 1 

 

 The children’s blood lead geometric mean was at 2.3 µg/dL in 
comparison to the previous year’s mean at 2.6 µg/dL (2019) 
for Areas 2 & 3. 

 

 Similarly for Area 1, blood lead geometric mean was at 2.0 
µg/dL in 2020 in comparison to 2.4 µg/dL in 2018. 

 

 The mean blood lead levels are decreasing over time, but 
continue to demonstrate evidence of exposure to lead in the 
environment 

Concluding Messages  
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Thank You 
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City Hall ♦1394 Pine Avenue, Trail, BC, Canada  V1R 4E6 ♦ Telephone: (250) 364-1262 ♦ Fax: (250) 364-0830 
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NEWS RELEASE issued by THEC  
2020 Children’s Lead Levels are the Lowest to Date 

 
November 27, 2020 
 
Trail, BC - The results from the 2020 children’s blood lead testing clinic show that the average blood lead 
level for children aged six to 36 months in Trail and Rivervale is 2.3 micrograms per decilitre. This is a 
decrease from the 2019 average of 2.6 and 2018 average of 2.9. Participation rates for this voluntary 
program, despite uncertainty due to COVID-19, remain high.  

The Trail Area Health & Environment Committee (THEC) is continuing its efforts to further reduce 
children’s blood lead levels and is encouraged by the decline. We strive for continuous improvement 
working to deliver programs aimed to reduce exposure to lead in the community, and specifically 
exposure to children.  

The THEC Air Quality Program, managed by Teck Trail Operations, continues to reduce lead in the 
environment through the comprehensive Fugitive Dust Reduction Program. The 2020 year-to-date 
average for lead in community air is 0.08 micrograms per cubic metre, the lowest level to date. 
 
Quotes: 
 
Mayor Lisa Pasin, City of Trail, Chair of the Trail Area Health & Environment Committee says, “I am 
encouraged to see the 2020 blood lead level has remained below 3 micrograms per decilitre for a third 
year in a row. This year, the Trail Area Health and Environment Program committed to reach more 
families, extending voluntary annual blood lead  testing to surrounding areas. As blood lead levels 
decrease in our community, we continue to review and evolve our programs to further reduce children’s 
potential exposure to lead and strive toward lower blood lead levels in the future.”  
 
Dr. Karin Goodison, Medical Health Officer, Interior Health says, “I am pleased to note the excellent turn 
out for the blood lead clinic, despite the challenges of COVID this year. It is reassuring to see the 
continued reduction in the blood lead geomean in children from the Trail area. We do continue to see 
some children with higher levels than we would like and we must continue to strive to further reduce 
lead exposures for children in the Trail area.” 
 
Dan Bouillon, Manager, Environment at Teck Trail Operations says, “Our year-to-date 2020 ambient air 
quality results are again on track to be the lowest annual levels ever recorded. The annual lead in 
ambient air measure is a 30% reduction since last year and an 80% reduction since we began Teck Trail 
Operations’ comprehensive Fugitive Dust Reduction Program in 2012.” 
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About the Trail Area Health & Environment Program 
 
The Trail Area Health & Environment Program (THEP) has five main areas of activity: Family Health, 
Home & Garden, Air Quality, Parks, and Property Development. THEP promotes a healthy environment 
through a comprehensive integrated program that successfully improves air quality and children’s blood 
lead levels, and promotes the health of the community. The Air Quality Program reduces smelter 
emissions and makes the largest contribution to achieving health and environment goals. All our 
activities work together to get the best results – lower exposure, lower health risks, and a healthier 
environment.  
 
The Trail Area Health & Environment Committee (THEC), a subcommittee of Trail City Council, oversees 
the program. THEC includes collaboration with the local community, Teck, the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change Strategy, and Interior Health. Over the past three decades children’s blood lead 
levels in Trail have reduced and air quality has improved. For more information please visit thep.ca.  
 
For more information, contact:  
Mayor Lisa Pasin, City of Trail, Chair of the THEC  
(250) 364-0809 or lpasin@trail.ca 
 
Jayne Garry, Community Relations Leader – Public Relations, Teck Trail Operations   
(250) 364-4878 or jayne.garry@teck.com  
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Air Quality Report 
 
November 26, 2020 
 
1. Lead in Air:     

 
Third quarter average for lead in air at Butler Park was 0.056 µg/m3, which is significantly lower than previous years and 
is  similar  to  the  second  quarter  of  2020,  the  lowest  quarterly  average  ever  recorded.  Fourth  quarter  results  to  date 
continue to follow this trend with the monthly average for October of 0.043 µg/m3. The low ambient air concentrations 
likely reflect increased dust control measures along with weather influences. 

 

 

Figure 1: Quarterly monthly average lead at Butler Park and Birchbank stations (as total suspended particulate measured bi‐daily)  

 
The chart in Figure 1 shows quarterly averages for Lead in air for Butler Park (dark blue) and Birchbank (red), in 
comparison to the 2018 THEC Annual Ambient Lead in Air Objective (dashed line). 
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Figure 2: Annual and monthly average lead at Butler Park and Birchbank stations (as total suspended particulate measured bi‐daily)  

 
The chart in Figure 2 shows annual and monthly averages for Lead in air for Butler Park. Annual averages are shown on 
the left for Butler Park (dark blue) and Birchbank (light blue). Monthly averages for the past year are shown on the right 
for Butler Park (dark green) and Birchbank (light green). The 2018 THEC Annual Ambient Lead in Air Objective is shown as 
a dashed line.  Monthly averages for Lead in ambient air are expected to have some variability due to season, weather, 
predominant wind direction and operational variance.   
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2. Arsenic in Air:  
 

Third quarter average for arsenic in air at Butler Park was 0.003 µg/m3, which is significantly lower than previous years 
and similar to the second quarter 2020 which was the lowest quarterly average recorded. Fourth quarter results to date 
are also trending lower than historical with the monthly average for October of 0.002 µg/m3. 

 

Figure 3: Quarterly average arsenic at Butler Park and Birchbank stations (as inhalable PM10 fraction measured weekly) 

 
The chart in Figure 3 shows the annual average for Arsenic in air (measured as inhalable PM10 fraction) at Butler Park 
(blue) and Birchbank (red) in comparison to the 2018 THEC Air Quality Objective (blue line).   
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Figure 4: Annual and monthly average arsenic at Butler Park and Birchbank stations (as inhalable PM10 fraction measured weekly) 

 
The chart in Figure 4 shows annual and monthly averages for Arsenic in air at Butler Park and Birchbank. Annual averages 
are shown on the left for Butler Park (dark brown) and Birchbank (light brown).  Monthly averages for the past year are 
shown on the right for Butler Park (dark purple) and Birchbank (light purple). The 2018 THEC Air Quality Objective is shown 
as  a dashed  line.   Monthly  averages  for Arsenic  in  ambient  air  are  expected  to have  some variability  due  to  season, 
weather, predominant wind direction, operational variance and sampling frequency.   
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Figure 5: Teck Community Air Monitoring Stations 

 
 
 
 



Air Quality Working Group
Update 



 

 1 

THEC AQWG Communications Plan on Sulphur Dioxide  
(Draft for THEC November 26th, 2020) 
 
Introduction 
 
This communications plan provides a common, guiding document of what the Air Quality 
Working Group (AQWG) would like to accomplish with respect to communications on potential 
elevated levels of SO2, health effects associated with SO2, and associated health management 
strategies to the identified audiences. It addresses the immediate and longer-term 
communication priorities. This is an internal working group document not for distribution. 
 
It is being developed collaboratively by the AQWG of the Trail Area Health and Environment 
Committee (THEC). THEC is a subcommittee of the City of Trail and includes participation from 
community members, Teck Trail Operations, Interior Health, the BC Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change Strategy and the City of Trail. The draft plan will be presented to the THEC 
for approval. Once approved, product development will commence. Materials developed by the 
AQWG will be presented to THEC for approval before public distribution. 
 
A list of AQWG members and THEC members is provided as an appendix to this document.  
 
This communications plan is laid out as per the Trail Area Health & Environment Program 
(THEP) communication plan template. 

1. Background: context for the plan, definitions, and resources 
2. Communication objectives: by phase 
3. Key audiences: by phase 
4. Materials 
5. Timeline 
6. Key messages 
7. Activity chart: action items and timelines 

 
1. Background  
 
Metallurgical facilities have been operating in Trail since 1896. As a by-product of processing 
mine concentrates into metal and chemical products Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) is emitted. SO2 levels 
in Trail have been declining over time due to environmental improvements at Teck Trail 
Operations including addition of sulphur capture in the 1930s to remove SO2 from the off gas to 
make fertilizer. The installation of the KIVCET Smelter in 1997 resulted in a 75% reduction in stack 
SO2 emissions. Recently, Federal ambient air quality standards and Provincial ambient air quality 
objectives have been updated. Air quality is defined as the levels of air pollutants that are directly 
related to the health of people and the environment. 

It's an important time to reflect on local air quality issues, specifically SO2 and what is being done 
to continuously improve the quality of air, health and well-being of the local community.  
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Trail Area Health and Environment Program 
 
The Trail Area Health & Environment Program’s (THEP) aim is to prevent children’s exposure to 
lead and reduce children’s blood lead levels on a continuous improvement basis. Reducing 
emissions is the most significant contributor to improving air quality and reducing people’s 
exposure to lead in the community. As such, THEP has been communicating on reducing lead 
exposure in the community for more than thirty years. 

Figure 1 shows that SO2 emissions are directly connected with two of the five areas of THEP, 
specifically Family Health and Air Quality. While SO2 emissions are not correlated with program 
areas Parks, Property Development and Home & Garden, the program team members are on the 
front lines communicating with the public who often ask questions related to all areas of THEP 
regardless of the “bubble” the team member works in.  

 
Figure 1. Trail Area Health & Environment Program areas of work. 

The THEP Air Quality Program is one of five areas addressed as part of the comprehensive 
program. It includes smelter emission reductions, dust control and air monitoring. In recent 
years, major facility improvements have been made to lower metal emissions from Teck Trail 
Operations, including a 99.5 percent reduction in lead in stack emissions since the 1990s, as 
well as a successful fugitive dust reduction program, which addresses dust that escapes from 
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buildings, stockpiles and roads. In 2019, Teck achieved the lowest ever recorded annual average 
for lead in air for the third year in a row.  
 
While the THEP Air Quality Program is focused on lead and other smelter metals, SO2 is an air 
quality issue being discussed within the AQWG. SO2 is a highly reactive, colourless gas that 
smells like a struck match. A Health Canada Human Health Risk Assessment published in 2016 
found that there is strong evidence of health effects due to short term exposure of SO2. People 
with asthma or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) are at greater risk. Young 
children and the elderly are also at risk. SO2 can react with other pollutants in the air to form 
fine particulate matter. Long-term exposure to these particles in the air can also affect your 
health. These particles penetrate deeply into the lungs. This can cause irritation and 
inflammation that can damage the lining of the lungs and affect other parts of the body. 
Particles can worsen existing heart and respiratory disease, including emphysema and 
bronchitis. Children who live in areas with elevated SO2 concentrations may develop more 
breathing problems as they get older. 
 
Family Health is the other THEP area related to SO2 and a key driver for development of this 
communications plan.  
 
Air Quality Standards 

Ambient air quality is managed by regulatory jurisdictions to protect the environment and 
human health. In BC, ambient SO2 is managed relative to Air Quality Objectives (AQOs) and the 
Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS). For SO2, BC AQO are the same as the CAAQS. 
BC uses AQOs to guide regulatory decisions (including permitting of discharges to air), assess air 
quality, issue public advisories, aid regulatory development and support long-term air 
management strategies.  
 
BC is currently using the 2020 SO2 AQOs for1-hr (70 ppb) and annual (5 ppb) ambient 
concentrations (see reference for correct statistical form). In 2025, the SO2 AQOs will be 
lowered for 1-hr (65 ppb) and annual (4 ppb) averaging periods. By applying these AQOs, BC is 
consistent with the broader federal CAAQS strategy.  
 
Reference for more information:  

BC Provincial Air Quality Objectives for SO2 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/air/reports-
pub/so2_aqo-implementation_guide.pdf 
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Teck Trail Operations and SO2   
 
In Trail, the predominant source of SO2 is Teck Trail Operations and this helps focus airshed 
management efforts towards continuous improvements. The location of the smelter, in the 
heart of Trail and in a deep valley, constrains dispersion of air emissions.  
 
SO2 is emitted by Teck Trail Operations as a by-product of processing mine concentrates into 
metal and other products. Teck Trail Operations currently captures more than 99% of the 
sulphur contained in feed and meets the highest standard for sulphur capture for base metal 
smelters across Canada.  However, Trail’s ambient SO2 concentrations has levels that exceed 
government guidelines.  
 
Teck Trail Operations operates under permits established by the BC Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change (ENV). With the recent addition of SO2 to the Canadian Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, permitted SO2 levels will drop to align with the new standards. Trail Operations has 
already begun driving improvements to lower SO2 emissions with several initiatives: 

• Zinc Operations SO2 emissions have been reduced by half with the installation of two 
state of the art Acid Plants installed in 2014 and 2019. 

• Operating changes at one of the three main furnaces of Lead Operations has decreased 
SO2 emissions significantly from that process. 

• Weather-related challenges are addressed through the best available weather 
modelling, and sophisticated analysis of data, to predict issues in advance and make 
short term production adjustments. 

Teck will be making significant investments to further improve air quality in the coming years 
with several projects in the planning process to collectively reduce SO2 emissions by 50% within 
3 years.  
  
The public can access real time air quality monitoring stations in Trail at the following link: 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/bcairquality/readings/find-stations-map-SO2.html 
 
 
2. Communication Objectives 

 
Phase 1:  
To provide basic information to THEC and the community on ambient SO2 concentrations in 
Trail, air quality standards and health implications. Specifically:  

• To inform local residents of the state of air specific to SO2 concentrations.  
• To outline the main environmental and human health concerns related to SO2. 
• To inform the community about updates related to SO2 as well as actions being taken at 

Teck Trail Operations to improve air quality related to SO2. 
• To inform people about what they can do to limit exposure to SO2 and provide a place 

for them to communicate their environment and health questions and concerns. 
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Phase 2:  
To provide targeted messaging to higher risk populations (see Phase 2 audiences below) who 
may have adverse health impacts from elevated SO2.  
 
3. Key Audiences  
 
Phase 1:  

• THEC partners / members 
• Trail Area community 
• THEP team  

 
Phase 2:  

• Portions of the population at higher risk for adverse health impacts from SO2 such as 
people with asthma and chronic pulmonary disease, young children and the elderly. 

• Health care workers and support persons 
 

 
4. Materials 
 
Agreed upon key messages will be incorporated into THEP-branded materials, including:  

• An air quality program Fact Sheet on SO2 in Trail for the general public 
• FAQ 
• A dedicated space on the THEP website including information on SO2 in Trail and FAQs  
• A presentation for THEC members, THEP team, and other stakeholders as required 
• General content for inclusion in the bi-annual THEP newsletter and other third-party 

publications 
• Future THEP air quality program brochure distributed at multiple locations (City of Trail, 

Village of Warfield, Program office).  
• Future materials targeted to high risk populations consistent with Phase 2 objectives. 
 

5. Timeline 
• Phase 1:  

a. Information sharing and education of THEP team and THEC for Feb 2021.  
b. Publish materials following approval by THEC in April 2021. 

• Phase 2: 
a. Messaging to higher risk populations and health workers /caregivers for May-Dec 

2021. 
 

6. Key Messages  
 
Key messages will be proposed by each agency and will be incorporated into draft 
communication materials. Draft materials will be brought forward to the THEC.  
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7. Activity Chart  
 

Item 1st Draft Feedback by 
all required 

Final 

PHASE 1 
Immediate priorities (2020) 
Comms Plan/Key Messages complete Oct 2nd  Dec 15th    
Public FAQs complete Oct 2nd    Dec 15th  
Short-term priorities (2020) 
Draft Fact Sheet December 21st      January 15th  January 30th    
Draft THEP webpage December 21st   Jan 15th   Jan 30th  
Medium-term priorities (Jan-April 2021) 
Presentation to THEC Jan 10th   Jan 20th   Feb THEC 
Finalization of Fact Sheet and Webpage Feb 26th  March 15th  April 1st  
Presentation to THEP program team April 1st  April 15th  April 30th  
THEP spring newsletter article February 15th March 15th  March 30th  
PHASE 2: Longer-term priority (May-Dec 2021) 
Phase 2 Audiences/ comms plan re: higher 
risk populations and caregivers.  

April 30th  May 30th  June 30th  

Air quality program brochure Tbd Tbd Tbd 
Visual explainer (ideas for imagery: 
https://player.vimeo.com/video/218925373; 
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-
news/weather/temperatures-in-seattle-
were-colder-than-at-mount-rainiers-camp-
muir-10000-feet-up-heres-why/ 

Tbd Tbd Tbd 

*Michelle will shepherd the process and draft documents. However, input by ALL is necessary. 
**Ultimate production and communication of materials will depend on meeting schedule and 
rate at which consensus is achieved. 
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Appendix  
 
Air Quality Working Group (AQWG) and Trail Area Health & Environment Committee (THEC) 
members  
 
AQWG Members: 
 

• City of Trail Mayor & Alternate, as Chair 
o Mayor Lisa Pasin 
o Councillor Sandy Santori 

• Community Members 
o Ron Joseph 
o Marylynn Rakuson 

• Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
o Magda Kingsley 
o Donna Haga 

• Teck 
o Dan Bouillon 
o Clare North 
o Suzanne Belanger 

• Interior Health 
o Christina Yamada 
o Dr. Karin Goodison 

• THEC Lead Facilitator 
o Michelle Laurie 

 
THEC Members:  
 
Lisa Pasin, Chair, City of Trail    Linda Worley, RDKB Area B 
Sandy Santori, Alternate Chair, City of Trail  Cyra Yunkws, Village of Warfield 
Dr. Karin Goodison, Interior Health   Ali Grieve, RDKB Area A 
Jane Power, Interior Health    Cassandra Caunce, BC Ministry of Environment  
Kyle Jorgenson, USW Local 480 Rep.   Marylynn Rakuson, Community Member 
Dan Bouillon, Teck Trail Operations   Ron Joseph, Community Member 
Clare North, Teck Trail Operations     Julia Stockhausen, Community Member 
 



Family Health Report 



 

Trail Area Health & Environment Program Community Program Office 1319 Bay Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4A7  
(250) 368-3256 ~ www.thep.ca  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 26, 2020, 
 
RECENT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

1. Blood Lead Clinics 
2. Healthy Family Visits 
3. Community Outreach 

 

 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS 
 

1. Blood Lead Clinics 

• September Clinics completed as presented by Dr. Goodison.  Clinics went well 
overall despite challenges due to the pandemic. 

• Area 1 Children were also included (Warfield, Casino, Oasis and Waneta). 

• Enhanced Family Health Visits have been completed with all eligible families 
based on individual children’s results.  Support will continue throughout the 
next year for these families from both the Family Health and Home & Garden 
Team. 

• February 2021 Blood Lead clinic planning is in the Early Stages.  At this point 48 
children are invited and clinics will be held at Kiro over 2 days in Mid-February. 

 
2. Healthy Family Visits 

• 47 Healthy Family Visits have been completed so far in 2020 for Families in Area 
2 and 3 (Trail and Rivervale).  Since March visits have been offered either 
virtually or at Kiro when families come in for other services. 

• 4 Families have declined visits this year.  

• 38 Families on list to be offered visits if future.  Will continue to offer as children 
reach 4 to 6 months of age.   

 
3. Community Outreach 

• Building Beautiful Babies Program planning to open in person again soon.  I will 
be attending on a monthly basis to provide education on Public Health Nursing 
topics and THEP information to families. This is a great group to attend and 
maintain connection with expectant and new parents. 

• Participated in Virtual Trail Early Years Table meeting in October 2020.  Partners 
continue to work toward supporting Trail Area Families through the pandemic.    
Upcoming offerings to include Activity Boxes for children and Virtual parenting 
workshops. 

http://www.thep.ca/


Home & Garden Report  



 
HOME & GARDEN REPORT 

 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

November 26, 2020 

HIGHLIGHTS 

The H&G programs are currently running either outside at a distance, over the phone or virtually.  

With winter well on its way, our soils programs have concluded for the year. Healthy Homes is busy 

responding to families following the results of the Fall blood lead clinic.  

1. Soils Program:  

a. Soil Replacement:  68 properties and 5 gardens received remediation. 

b. Soil Assessment: 149 properties tested – still waiting on final results. 

c. Ground Cover Evaluation: 327 properties have been evaluated or re-evaluated. 

d. Yard Improvement: 73 properties received lawn care; 25 properties yard improvement. 

2. Healthy Homes:  

a. 38 HH visits have been completed since January including 27 virtual visits since April.  

Eight families are on the waitlist and will be scheduled in early January once the 

majority of ES follow-up is completed. Families have been receptive to the virtual visit 

with an outside, in-person follow up to provide kits and various supplies.   

b. The house cleaning program for our Enhanced Support families that resumed in mid-

July is now back on hold for new families identified through the blood lead clinic. One 

of the COVID safety precautions includes having the family be outdoors or leaving the 

property during the cleaning to ensure social distancing. Now that winter is here this 

more difficult to request and coordinate between the cleaners and families. Families 

are being asked to leave the property when possible and remain in another room/floor 

when that cannot be achieved.  

c. Residential Lead Inspection (RLI): the RLI is a pilot program is being offered to 2020/21 

Enhanced support families to look at lead in drinking water, soil, paint, and indoor dust. 

It is especially important this year because HH visits are being conducted virtually. 

Currently we are scheduling the RLI sampling and following COVID 19 protocols.   

3. Outreach: H&G continues to modify outreach activities because of the COVID 19 pandemic and 

have continued participation with our community partners such as the Family Action Network, 

the Early Years coalition, and the community Navigation Table.  
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