
 

 

SUMMARY HYBRID Meeting: June 19, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Location: City of Trail Committee Room #2 (Spokane St entrance) or online  
 
Committee Members in Attendance:  
Colleen Jones, Chair, City of Trail Jane Power, Interior Health 
Thea Hanson, Alternate Chair, City of Trail  Dr. Karin Goodison, Interior Health MHO  
Jasen Nelson, BC Ministry of Environment  Ron Joseph, Community Member (Resident) 
Huan Liu, BC Ministry of Environment       Sara Ridge, Community Member (Families) 
Trevor Allegretto, USW Local 480 Rep  Erika Krest, Community Member (Chamber) 
Glenda Fratton, Teck Trail Operations   Steve Hilts, Community Member  (History)      
Clare North, Teck Trail Operations          
 
Others in Attendance:  
Fran Noone - Village of Warfield    Cara Lachmuth, BC Ministry of Environment  
Julie Orban, BC Ministry of Environment    Carrie Nugent, BC Ministry of Environment 
Kathryn Forge, BC Ministry of Environment  Deb Epps, BC Ministry of Environment 
Jared Miner, City of Trail    Tara Bullanoff, Interior Health 
Christina Yamada, Interior Health   Ken Pinzauti, Interior Health 
Dave Bell, Teck Trail Operations   Jayne Garry, Teck Trail Operations 
Morgan Sternberg, THEP/Atkins Realis   Frances Boreland, Broken Hill 
 
        
WELCOME and INTRODUCTIONS  
• Mayor Colleen Jones, THEC Chair, welcome everyone to the meeting, shared a land 

acknowledgement and invited everyone to do a round table of introductions.  
 
MEETING MINUTES  
• The minutes from THEC meeting, May 7th, 2025 were approved and will be posted online.  

 
PRESENTATIONS, REPORTS, DISCUSSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Primer on the Ministry of Environment and Parks & THEP/THEC  
Presenter: Jasen Nelson and Cara Lachmuth, ENV 
 
• See attached presentation.  
• Questions and discussion were related to representation on the THEC, examples of collaboration in 

BC similar to THEC/THEP and general discussion on points in the presentation by ENV.  
 
 
Knowledge Sharing & Learning Group Trail Onboarding Debrief  
Presenters: all  
 
• The purpose of the KS&L Trail Group is for all the different organizations and government 

departments that have in interest or work on the topic of emissions/health in Trail to gain a better 
understanding of the range of people, organizations and portfolio of work (regulated and non-
regulated) taking place in Trail to support human health and well-being in a community influenced by 
smelter air emissions. 

• The KS&L Trail Group had a tour June 18-19 to specifically onboard new staff of THEP’s partner 
organizations so they can participate effectively in meetings moving forward. 



 

 

• The value of the group was reflected on by the partners and shared at the meeting. A few key words 
from each new member are noted:   

o ENV (Kathryn Forge): partnership and collaboration; importance of all groups coming 
together 

o IH (Ken Pinzauti): inspiring and complicated 
o City of Trail (Jared Miner): Uniqueness of Trail and codependence of Teck and Trail, exciting 
o Teck: (Glenda Fratton): Passion, collective knowledge and brainpower to do the right thing for 

the community.  
• Overall everyone felt the legacy of the project and stories shared over the two days. They noticed the 

significant progress made and there is a sense of optimism.  

Blood Lead Level Reduction Working Group (BLLRWG) update  
Presenter: Clare North, Teck 
 
Clare provided a verbal of the BLLRWG. Terms of Reference are in draft and once finalized will be 
shared.  
 
Background:  
In 2022, a working group, comprised of representatives from Ministry of Environment and Parks, Ministry 
of Health, Interior Health and Teck, along with invited subject matter experts, was convened to study the 
recent environmental influences on children’s blood lead levels in the Trail area to inform risk-based 
standards for protection of human health related to lead included in the draft Wide Area Remediation Plan 
(WARP) and the associated Medical Health Officer (MHO) recommendations. The MHO recommendation 
includes a specific recommendation for this group to continue as the WARP is implemented. 
 
The BLLRWG is not a regulatory body and does not replace the regulatory functions required between 
some of its members. 
 
Purpose:  
To provide diverse perspectives, expertise, and collaboratively-driven recommendations regarding the 
evaluation of monitoring data, emerging research, and studies from other jurisdictions, to: 

• review and refine the understanding of factors that contribute to elevated blood lead levels in 
children 6-36 months of age residing in the communities of Trail, Casino, Rivervale, Oasis, 
Waneta and Warfield; 

• evaluate the effectiveness of remediation and risk management actions on blood lead levels in 
the Trail area; and 

• inform enhancements to interventions which reduce children’s exposure to lead from 
environmental sources in the Trail area, and the WARP adaptive management framework. 

  
Current discussions are focused on the air quality monitoring network. Within the Terms of Reference, 
there is required interaction, such as regular consultation and reporting, between the BLLRWG and THEC 
and THEP.  
 
Program Reports & Updates  
 
Air, Health, and Community Program Office reports are provided in the agenda package for your review 
prior to the meeting. Please bring your questions and comments for discussion. 
 
Q&A and Comments on Reports All  
• See reports.  



 

 

• Clare North spoke about the air quality report and lead. The trend in the 3-month rolling average is 
higher than in recent years. Teck is actively working to improve this, including work to address fugitive 
dust sources and a focus on increasing all employees’ awareness related to fugitive dust and effects 
on community air. 

 
Community & Round Table Check-In - All  
• There were no additional items discussed. 
 
 
Program Planning Update - Michelle Laurie, THEC Lead Facilitator  
• Umicore and THEP’s team met together May 8th to share. 
• The visit gained local media attention: 

o Media earned: 
▪ My Kootenay Now 
▪ Trail Times 

• Public communications on program key messages (radio, schools, partners) May-Aug  
• Day to day support on communications and monitoring/ learning support to THEP.  
• Panel presentation on partnership and our communications to Local Government Management 

Association Communications Professionals (June 10) with Christina Yamada, IH, Clare North, Teck, 
and Colin McClure, City of Trail.  

• Program team group tour of Teck Trail Operations  
• Planning and preparation for the Knowledge Sharing & Learning Trail Group Onboarding June 18-19  
• Planning ahead: THEP will sponsor the Trail Chamber Business After Business Sept 11th (Everyone 

Welcome!)  
 

Partner Meeting Report – Colleen Jones, Chair  
• KS&L Trail Group Meeting planned for June 25 online to update the group on the public consultation 

held in January, and BLLRWG (as per earlier update).  
 
 
2025 THEC MEETING DATES  
• September 16 
• December 4 
• THEC meetings are held from 7:00-9:00pm in person and online.  

 
 

https://www.mykootenaynow.com/63002/news/environment/global-conversation-on-reducing-lead-exposure-comes-to-trail/
https://www.trailtimes.ca/home/trail-shares-global-spotlight-in-effort-to-reduce-lead-exposure-8003696


 

AGENDA HYBRID Meeting: June 19, 7:00 p.m. 
 
(For those in Trail, please join a pre-meeting social 6:40-7pm. Light refreshments will be served).  
 
Location: City of Trail Committee Room #2 (Spokane St entrance) or online 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89034531158 
 
Committee Members:  
Colleen Jones, Chair, City of Trail   Linda Worley, RDKB Area B 
Thea Hanson, Alternate Chair, City of Trail  Carolyn Amantea, Village of Warfield 
Dr. Karin Goodison, Interior Health MHO   Ali Grieve, RDKB Area A 
Jane Power, Interior Health    Huan Liu, BC Ministry of Environment      
Trevor Allegretto, USW Local 480 Rep  Jasen Nelson, BC Ministry of Environment 
Ron Joseph, Community Member (Resident) Erika Krest, Community Member (Chamber) 
Glenda Fratton, Teck Trail Operations   Steve Hilts, Community Member  (History)      
Clare North, Teck Trail Operations     Sara Ridge, Community Member (Families) 
Carol Lerose, Community Member (Parent)  Vacant, Community Member    
 
        
WELCOME and INTRODUCTIONS  
• Opening remarks from Mayor Colleen Jones, THEC Chair.  
 
 
MEETING MINUTES  
• Review and approve minutes from THEC meeting, May 7th, 2025 (as attached). 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS, REPORTS, DISCUSSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Primer on the Ministry of Environment and Parks (ENV) & THEP/THEC (35 mins) 
Presenters: Cara Lachmuth and Jasen Nelson, ENV 
 
• Learn more about one of THEP’s partners, ENV, and their work in the partnership. 
• Discussion and Q&A to follow.  

Knowledge Sharing & Learning Group Trail Onboarding Debrief (15-20 mins) 
Presenters: all participants that were present 
 
• Reminder of KS&L Trail Group purpose  
• Onboarding of new members  
• Highlights and key messages from June 18-19 

Blood Lead Level Reduction Working Group (BLLRWG) update (5-10 mins) 
Presenter: Clare North, Teck 
 
• Purpose, people, priorities 
• Near and long-term foci 
 



 

Program Reports & Updates  
 
Air, Health, and Community Program Office reports are provided in the agenda package for your review 
prior to the meeting. Please bring your questions and comments for discussion. 
 
Q&A and Comments on Reports All (10 mins) 
▪ Q&A on all reports (Air, Health, Community Program Office) 

o Highlights from the program areas and open questions (All) 
 
 

Community & Round Table Check-In - All (15 mins) 
• Round table contributions & questions. 
 
 
Program Planning Update - Michelle Laurie, THEC Lead Facilitator (10 min) 
• Umicore and THEP team visit (May 8) 

o Media earned: 
▪ My Kootenay Now 
▪ Trail Times 

• Public communications on program key messages (radio, schools, partners) May-Aug  
• Regular communications and monitoring & learning support to THEP. 
• Joint panel presentation (City, Teck, IH) on THEP partnership and communications to Local 

Government Management Association Communications Professionals (June 10)  
• THEP team tour of Teck 
• Planning and preparation for the Knowledge Sharing & Learning Trail Group Onboarding June 18-19 
• Planning ahead: THEP will sponsor the Trail Chamber Business After Business Sept 11th (Everyone 

Welcome!) 
 
 
Partner Meeting Report – Colleen Jones, Chair  
• KS&L Trail Group Online Meeting planned for June 25 (1 hr).  
 
2025 THEC MEETING DATES  
• September 16 
• November date to be confirmed. 
• THEC meetings are held from 7:00-9:00pm in person and online.  

 
 

https://www.mykootenaynow.com/63002/news/environment/global-conversation-on-reducing-lead-exposure-comes-to-trail/
https://www.trailtimes.ca/home/trail-shares-global-spotlight-in-effort-to-reduce-lead-exposure-8003696


Ministry of Environment and Parks
Protecting Health & the Environment in the Trail 
Area

Presenters: Cara Lachmuth, Jasen Nelson

Date: June 19, 2025
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Intro to the Ministry of Environment & Parks

Collaboration

Remediation & Risk Management

Authorizations & Permitting 

Next Steps
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Ministry of Environment & Parks
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Purpose: Responsible for the protection, management, and conservation 
of British Columbia’s water, land, air and living resources

Mission: A commitment to environmental stewardship by preserving 
natural spaces and recreation values, protecting ecosystems, and 
advancing meaningful reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples

Vision: A sustainable and resilient future for all
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MINISTER

Hon. Tamara 
Davidson
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EPD Designated Lead to enhance and streamline 
our team government approach.ENV



Collaboration

9

Industrial Waste 
Authorizations

Interior Health 
Authority

Site 
Remediation 

Program

Environment

CulturalHealth

Social Economic



Remediation & Risk Management
➢ Wide Area Remediation Plan (WARP)

• Trail Environmental Management Area
• Detailed framework to address human health protection 
• High-level strategy to address ecological health protection
• Teck seeking an Approval in Principle (AiP) under the EMA

➢ Lower Columbia Ecosystem Management Program (LCEMP)
• Addresses widespread ecosystem impacts
• LCEMP Committee includes ENV, FOR, WLRS, Teck, representatives 

from the Ktunaxa Nation Council, Okanagan Nation Alliance, and the 
Sinixt, and other stakeholders such as the Kootenay Conservation 
Program
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Authorizations & Permitting
➢ Air Permitting & Comprehensive Review

• Reviews and modernizes air permits to reflect up-to-
date science, technology, and standards

• Closes data gaps by requiring enhanced ambient air 
monitoring 

• Reduces dust and emissions via targeted programs 
and permit requirements

• Aligns actions with public health goals in 
collaboration with health authorities

• Supports transparency through active community and 
agency engagement

11



Authorizations & Permitting
➢ Effluent Discharge Permit

• Authorizes treated discharge that meets BC Water 
Quality Guidelines at initial dilution zone

• Comprehensive review of the Effluent Permit is 
currently underway in 2025

• Ongoing monitoring of the Columbia River through 
the Aquatic Effects Monitoring Program (AEMP)

• Includes Groundwater Treatment Plant (GWTP) as 
authorized works for treatment of historically 
contaminated groundwater
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Authorizations & Permitting
➢ Hazardous Waste & Refuse Permits

• Authorizations for receiving and generating 
hazardous waste 

• Solid waste discharge authorizations for landfills and 
registrations

• Refuse Permits for industrial non-hazardous waste 
landfills

➢ For more information, visit:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/was
te-management/waste-discharge-authorization/find-
authorization 
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Next Steps
➢ Ongoing Collaboration with Partners

• Regulatory (ENV, IH, FOR, WLRS)

• Operational (Teck)

• Community (City of Trail)

➢ Ongoing Engagement

• Indigenous Communities

• Public & Stakeholders
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THANK YOU

Cara.Lachmuth@gov.bc.ca 
Jasen.Nelson@gov.bc.ca 

mailto:Cara.Lachmuth@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Jasen.Nelson@gov.bc.ca


 

   

 

Air Quality Report – June 2025 
The THEC Air Quality Report provides an update on levels of Pb and SO2 in community air based on 
THEP’s current priorities related to ambient air.  

1. Lead in Air: 
The chart in Figure 1 shows the 3-month rolling average for lead in airborne dust at Butler Park (blue 
line), in comparison to the US EPA standard (green dashed line). Federal and BC Provincial governments 
do not have ambient air quality objectives or standards for lead; however, it is reasonable to rely on 
standards from other jurisdictions when this is the case.  

Lead in airborne dust levels measured at Butler Park and Birchbank meet the US EPA standard of 
0.15 µg/m3 on a 3-month average. The variability in the data reflects the influence of emissions and 
weather including dominant wind direction and precipitation. Read THEP’s Lead (Pb) Fact Sheet to learn 
more. 

 
Figure 1: 3-month rolling average lead in total suspended particulate at Butler Park station (measured bi-daily)  
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2. Sulphur Dioxide (SO2): 
SO2 is emitted by Teck Trail Operations as a by-product of processing mine concentrates, which contain 
sulphur, into metal and chemical products. Teck Trail Operations currently captures more than 99% of 
the sulphur and converts it to by-products, such as fertilizer and sulphuric acid. About 1% leaves the 
operation through emissions to air. With environmental improvements, SO2 emissions continue to 
decline. However, the dispersion of air emissions from the smelter is constrained due to the location of 
the smelter, weather and the surrounding topography.  

SO2 is monitored by Teck at four locations in the Trail area – Birchbank, Butler Park, Columbia 
Gardens and Haley Park. The Haley Park monitoring station replaced the nearby Warfield monitoring 
station in 2023. These stations operate continuously, with near real-time data publicly available at 
https://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/bcairquality/readings/find-stations-map-SO2.html SO2 levels fluctuate 
throughout the day, month and year.  

THEP’s SO2 Fact Sheet provides guidance for actions to take when SO2 levels are elevated. The charts 
below provide SO2 hourly data from Butler Park, Birchbank and Warfield/Haley Park stations for 2015 – 
2025 year-to-date, categorized by the health guidance levels. As Teck Trail Operations continues to 
implement emissions reductions measures, the percentage of hours within the yellow (35-185 ppb) and 
red (>185 ppb) categories is decreasing.  

 
Figure 2: Distribution of Hourly SO2 Levels at Butler Park 
  



 

   

 

 
Figure 3: Distribution of Hourly SO2 Levels at Birchbank 
 

 
Figure 4: Distribution of Hourly SO2 Levels at Warfield/Haley Park  
  



 

   

 
 

 
Figure 5: Teck Community Air Monitoring Stations 
 

Residents who have concerns about air quality are encouraged to call the Teck Community and 
Environment Feedback line at (250) 364-4817, a phone line answered 24 hours a day. 



 

Trail Lead Health Services, Interior Health, Kiro Wellness Centre 
  1500 Columbia Avenue, Trail, BC     250-364-6223 or text: 250-231-5945     THEP@interiorhealth.ca     thep.ca  

FAMILY HEALTH REPORT  
 
 
June 19, 2025 
 
OVERVIEW 
  

1. Healthy Family Visits  
2. Community Outreach   
3. Fall Blood Lead Clinic  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
DETAILS  
  

1. Healthy Family Visits  
• 49 Healthy Family Visits completed so far in 2025 

 
2. Community Outreach  

• Meghan attending Building Beautiful Babies Monthly 
• Cecilee attending Muffins and Munchkins Monthly 
• Attended Teddy Bear Picnic 
• Dr. Goodison and PHNs provided THEP education session to new Trail 

Paediatricians 
 

3. Fall Blood Lead Clinic  
• Early planning underway 

 

 



 

1 | P a g e  

 

COMMUNITY PROGRAM OFFICE REPORT 
 

June 19, 2025  

The Community Program Office (CPO) had a productive spring meeting with young families at 
outreach events like the Teddy Bear Picnic, connecting with families at home visits, and engaging 
with community groups. The Soil Management Program is well under way. A highlight is providing 
soil replacement at more and more properties with difficult access using creative approaches. 
We’re looking forward to a full and fun summer supporting the Trail area community. 

1.    Soil Management Program:  
• Yard Improvements: 

o Ground Cover Improvements: 6 properties provided DIY deliveries of ground 

cover materials completed to date 

o Lawn Care: 57 post-soil management properties received spring fertilizer; 

summer fertilizer begins in mid-June; 2 Healthy Homes (HH) properties on the list 

to receive lawncare 

• Soil Assessment: 

o Soil testing: 36 properties have received soil testing; 71 properties remain 

o Ground Cover Evaluations: 41 properties completed; 12 properties remain 

• Soil Replacement: 

o A total of 69 properties have been offered soil management to date 

o Full soil replacement has been completed at 22 properties to date  

o Partial soil replacement has been completed at 6 properties to date 

o Vegetable gardens have been completed at 3 properties to date 

• Standardized Paint Testing: 

o Exterior paint testing1 has been conducted at 55 properties that received soil 

management or soil assessments. 

o Exterior paint testing has been completed at 18 child-occupied properties that 

received previous soil assessments. 
 

 
1 Paint testing is a term used in lieu of paint screening for public communications purposes. Paint testing requires 
sending paint chips to a laboratory and results are more precise. For the purpose of THEP, paint testing means 
THEP screened viable paint in a home using XRF technology on-site. The XRF provides an immediate reading for 
lead levels in a painted surface. 
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2.    Healthy Homes:  
• Healthy Homes (HH): 

o 30 HH visits completed to date 

o Three HH families expressed interest in receiving interior paint screening: 2 are 

completed, and 1 is on hold. 

• Enhanced Support (ES): 

o No Residential Lead Inspections (RLI) have been conducted for Enhanced 

Support families so far in 2025.  

o Three licensed daycares have been offered a lead inspection: 1 was completed 

in April, and 2 are pending consent.  
 

3.    Lead (Pb) Safe Renovation:  
• 35 residents have accessed free supplies to date in 2025. 

 

4.    Outreach and Engagement:  
• CPO attended Trail Library Play group to share THEP messaging and answer THEP 

questions on May 5 

• THEP spring newsletter was sent to Trail area residents 

• CPO hosted a booth at the Teddy Bear to meet families and share THEP messaging on 

June 11 

• Spring outreach was completed at three licensed daycare centers. One of the facilities 

recently opened. Outreach included handwashing activity and follow-up engagement 

regarding RLI.  
• CPO continues to remain on the Board of the Family Action Network.  


